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Challenging each other to love learning and truly care.

North Marston C E School report to the Parish Council 2020/21

What a strange and difficult year it has been this year. With children in school, out of school, learning remotely, learning face to face it has been quite disjointed and unsettling but we have got through. The children and staff have shown amazing resilience and adapted to each and every situation.

All of the children have been back in school since 8th March, but the smaller group bubbles have limited the opportunities we have been able to offer. We are so looking forward to being able to be together as a school and a community in the coming months.
We currently have 95 pupils on roll which is below our capacity number of 105. We have spaces in year R, Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4 and Y6 at the moment. 

We continue to be proud that the school still serves the communities of North Marston and Granborough, with many of the pupils being from the 2 villages. However, this number is changing and currently there are 48% of pupils from outside the catchment, which has increased from 40% last year. There are less young children within the 2 villages, and less mobility of young families into the villages and so children from further afield are choosing to attend our school.

We are aware that parking is continuing to be an issue in the village, but with more pupils coming from out of catchment they have to drive in. The school bus also does not take pupils in reception until they are 5, so the parents have to bring them into the village too.

We continue to have challenging financial issues our budget has been cut again this financial year but we are able to maintain our staffing. Mrs Kent and Mrs Gouldstone the co-headteachers continue to undertake work supporting other schools which has brought some income into the school as well as providing interesting professional opportunities for us.

Science Week took place again at the beginning of March, where children had the opportunity to plan and carry out investigations, we had a science workshop which provided some new practical activities for the children. The 3 school winning groups have been put forward to the Science Oxford judges who will meet with them via Zoom this year. We have continued to link with a larger school in Buckingham but have had to correspond virtually and send letters and pictures.

We have been able to run some after school activities this term such as cookery, gymnastics and netball and hope to offer more in the Autumn term.

Our PTA has held a number of fundraising events to support the school despite the restrictions. They have paid for the First News newspaper subscription, the renewal of the music scheme to be used in school, the training of a new Forest School leader as well as other specific resources for the classrooms.

Forest Schools, which has a base set up at the sportsfield, continues to go from strength to strength. The younger pupils visit the forest every week come rain or shine, and have marvellous learning experiences in the outdoors. Sadly the area was vandalised in the spring, but thankfully most of it has been repaired and is back in use. We have also continued to benefit from the village surroundings through history walks around the village other community activities have been on hold, but will start up again next year.

We are very grateful for the regular and ongoing support from parents and locals. We are very lucky to be surrounded by such a rich environment and lovely people.
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