North Marston C E School report to the Parish Council 2021/22
This year has given us the chance to get back on track with the pupils being able to be in school for their learning most of the time. There has been some catch up work needed both academically and socially, but the children have again shown great resilience and focus and have made the most of the opportunities provided. It has been lovely to be able to open the doors to families and friend towards the latter part of this year, and for the children to go out on trips and visits.
We currently have 91 pupils on roll which is below our capacity number of 105. We have spaces in year Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4 and Y6 at the moment. Our lower numbers is beginning to impact our budget considerably as a chunk of our funding is based on the number of individual pupils we have on role.
We continue to be proud that the school still serves the communities of North Marston and Granborough, with many of the pupils being from the 2 villages. This number is changing year on year and currently there are 36% of pupils from outside the catchment, which has decreased from 48% last year. 

We are aware that parking is continuing to be an issue in the village, but with many pupils coming from out of catchment they have to drive in. The school bus also does not take pupils in reception until they are 5, so the parents have to bring them into the village too. 

As previously mentioned we continue to have challenging financial issues but we are able to maintain our current level of staffing next year. Mrs Kent and Mrs Gouldstone the co-headteachers have continued to undertake work supporting other schools which has brought some income into the school as well as providing interesting professional opportunities.
Science Week took place again at the beginning of March, where children had the opportunity to plan and carry out investigations, and we had a science workshop which provided some new practical activities for the children. All of the children will be visiting Science Oxford this term too.
We have been able to run some after school activities this term such as cookery, gymnastics, netball, football and athletics, and we hope to offer more in the Autumn term.

There have been trips to Waddesdon Manor, Woburn Safari park, Oxford Castle and MK Discovery Centre.
Our PTA has held a number of fundraising events to support the school and this has increased in the latter part of the year. They have paid for the First News newspaper subscription, the renewal of the online maths scheme, reading books and some essential school resources. We are looking to renew out IT provision in school over the next few years and so their hard work will help to support this.
Forest Schools, which has a base set up at the sportsfield, continues to go from strength to strength. The younger pupils visit the forest every week come rain or shine, and have marvellous learning experiences in the outdoors. We have continued to benefit from the village surroundings through history walks around the village. We have also been able to hold our end of term services in the church, joined by parents at Easter, and members of the church community have been into school regularly to lead morning worship times.
Finally a big thank you to the parish council for providing us with a grant to replace the water fountain on the playground.

We are very grateful for the regular and ongoing support from parents and locals. We are very lucky to be surrounded by such a rich environment and lovely people.
Cathy Gouldstone and Lucy Kent
Co-headteachers,

North Marston C E School
