North Marston C E School report to the Parish Council 2024
It has been quite a year for North Marston School. 

Ofsted came to visit last June and rated the school ‘Good’ overall, with Early Years receiving a grade of ‘Outstanding’. The school are particularly proud that the team noted, “Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is a strength of the school.”

More recently, we have seen Cathy Gouldstone retire after dedicating 17 years to the school, and myself, Sarah Brew, taking up post on 15th April 2024. The children have coped admirably with a new head teacher, making sure I know where to find things and how things are done, but quite easily adapting to the little tweaks I have made – such as stopping access to the staff car park and therefore having to bring their bikes through the main gate and up the steps. It’s a bit of a faff each morning but so important to ensure the children understand that car parks are not a safe space for them. There are plans afoot to move the bike sheds to a more convenient location to enable the children to be safe and independent.
We currently have 101 pupils on roll which is just below our capacity number of 105, however, with a low birth rate year coming into Reception in September, it is likely our next intake will be very low which will obviously impact our budget significantly moving forwards.

We recently undertook a whole school trip to Science Oxford which the children (and staff!) thoroughly enjoyed. Children had the opportunity to get hands on in the exploration zone, solving puzzles and engaging with a range of activities from building circuits to freezing water. There was also more targeted activities to reflect what the children have been learning in school – year 5 and 6 particularly enjoyed the pond dipping, despite the pouring rain, and were delighted to catch several newts which they studied closely before releasing back into their natural habitat. 
Our after-school clubs have continued throughout the year. Children have had the opportunity to sign up for cookery, gymnastics, and art and crafts. Of particular note is the school cross-country team who train at lunchtimes, led by Mr Armstead. They attended the county run in Wing, bringing home 2nd place medal for Grace in Y6. 
Our fabulous, dedicated PTA has held a number of fundraising events to support the school so far this year. The wreath making before Christmas was very popular and has been requested again this year and The Dog Show which was held on the sports field last weekend was very well attended by the whole community and a roaring (or maybe a barking!) success. The PTA are now regrouping after a quick recovery and already thinking about the next events which will be selling Father’s Day breakfast packs and then the big event, supporting our School Sports Day and Summer Fete. We are in discussions as to what the money they have raised might pay for but, initial ideas are contributions towards books and furniture for our new reading areas, and the PTA would also like to contribute towards a school trip, mindful of the rising costs of coaches and the impact this has on our families. 
The children in Reception and KS1 are still utilising Forest School on a weekly basis and there have been upgrades to the area with the addition of a table with seating and a canopy to reduce the risk of rain turning the whole area into a mud bath! We would like to thank Men in Sheds for the wonderful mud kitchen, which encourages the children’s imaginative play, and to the committee who have agreed the installation of a storage shed for us to keep equipment in – this means the children will have access to so many more resources. The older children have expressed an interest in still being able to access Forest School and so it will be an item for consideration with School Council.  
In my short time so far at North Marston, I have been delighted by the community spirit both within the school, and in the wider community. School are very grateful to the Parish Council for the previous grants which have allowed for the purchase of additional extras that the budget just won’t stretch to, and we appreciate your consideration of our current bid. 

Sarah Brew
Headteacher
North Marston C E School

